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Things you should know: Applications are subject to credit 
approval. Full terms and conditions will be included in our loan offer. 
Fees and charges may be payable.

Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124. 
AFSL and Australian credit licence 234945. 

ADV14932 140922

It can be overwhelming to know where to  
begin or who to speak to about your finances.  
But your local CommBank Emerald team are here 
to help. We’re on hand to chat about your unique 
financial situation, answer your questions and 
suggest solutions to help meet your needs.

You can also book in for a free CommBank  
Financial Health Check which will allow us to  
better understand your goals and explore  
ways to help you achieve them.

Jason Spence
Branch Manager
(07) 4982 1411 
jason.spence@cba.com.au 

Fiona Rixon
Home Lending Specialist
0484 324 176 
fotinie.rixon@cba.com.au 

Emerald, 
we’re here to 
help.

Talk to us today.

  CommBank Emerald Branch 
Emerald Village Shopping Centre 
Hospital Road, Emerald
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As part of the Central Highlands coun-
cil’s 2022-23 capital budget, the Comet 
Hall received much-needed electrical 
upgrades to meet compliance standards 
and continue works identified in the 
‘make safe’ program. 

“The goal of the ‘make safe’ program 
is to improve aged components and pro-
vide reliable, resilient, and sustainable 
electrical installations,“ said General 
Manager Communities John McDougall.

Upgrades to the Comet Hall included 
the installation of new LED lighting and 
the replacement of pre-existing lighting 
with LED bulbs. 

The main switch, ceiling fan selector 
switches, and safety switches were re-
placed and the weathered pipes in the 
air conditioning system were repaired.  

Other halls also received upgrades as 
part of council’s 2022-23 capital budget. 
The Willows Recreation Club received 
a complete overhaul, and the Rubyvale 
and Sapphire have received upgrades to 
the exterior wheelchair accessibility. 

And there 
was light...

The Comet Hall upgrades.
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FLYNN MP
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It’s all happening

Last week, I visited the Central Highlands in-
cluding the townships of Blackwater, Emerald, 
Rubyvale, and Sapphire.

The recent rain has again greened every-
thing up which is terrific heading into the win-
ter months.

The Fairbairn Dam level remains sitting 
under 45 per cent but just can’t seem to crack 
above 50 per cent.

It was certain warm and humid but hope-
fully the temperatures will lessen coming into 
the school holidays and the Easter break.

While in Blackwater I visited the Interna-
tional Coal Centre, the Hunter Street Sports 
Complex, Aquatic Centre and spent the af-
ternoon visiting local businesses around the 
town.

The Coal Centre is to exhibit a unique view 
into the operations and history of Australia’s 
coal mining industry through its interactive 
Museum. 

Additionally, the centre features three con-
ference rooms, an auditorium, 3D Cinema, 
award-winning landscaped gardens, and cafe. 
These high-quality amenities are available for 
business, training organisations and the sur-
rounding community. 

The BICC is utilised to host special cultural 
events and delivers significant employment 
and economic benefits to the region.

It was nice to spend a day at Rubyvale and 
Sapphire where I caught up with some of the 
locals. 

Although time didn’t permit to do any 

fossicking, I did learn from locals about the 
unique history of the area and possibly next 
time I can try my luck at finding some sap-
phires. 

Businesses are gearing up for the tourist 
season and it is great to see the local establish-
ments offer a variety of delicious foods.

While in Emerald I met with constituents, 
industry, and business representatives.

I had the opportunity to visit the nearly 
completed new daycare centre - First 5 Years 
and catch up with Director Melissa and Centre 
Manager Hollie.  

Melissa and Hollie’s vision for the centre is 

amazing and it is fantastic to see local tradies 
being contracted for the build.  

I look forward to returning to the centre 
upon its completion. 

Plans for the Easter Sunflower Festival are 
in full swing with a full week of events planned 
from 2-9 April.  

Highlights of the Festival are the High Tea, 
Entrant Speeches and Art Gallery Exhibition, 
the Parade and Queen Crowing, Races and Ro-
deo and the Music ‘n’ Mingle.

I always enjoy my time visiting the Central 
Highlands and it is exciting to see how vibrant 
all things industry is in the area I look forward 
to my next visit during April. 

Flynn MP Colin Boyce with Hollie and Melissa from the new daycare centre First 5 Years, due to 
open soon offering 92 placements.
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